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SAMUEL, HITCHENS, 


Son, Samuel Hitchens, was born on the 
4 23d of March, 1725. He was brought up 
to read and write. But he had almoſt fcrgot that, 
and every thing which is good, until GoD ſent his 
Miniſters into theſe parts alſo, to call nners to re- 
pentance. He was ſoon very deeply convinced of 

ſin: particularly, in the beginning of January, 
| 1744, while Mr, Reeves was praying in my houſe. 
In the middle of our prayer, he fell to the ground, 
and cried fo hard, that it greatly ſurpriſed us all. 
We mere met to take our leave of Mr. Reeves 
and John Daniel, who were going to Briſtol, 
Mr. Reeves raifed him up and ſtrove to comfort 
him. But he fhll cried out, © I am a loſt, 
undone ſinner.” In the morning they ſet out be- 


fore it was day. Samuel would needs go with them. 5 


He had not rode ſix miles, be fore God ſpoke peace 
to his ſoul. He rode about ten miles further, and 
then returned home rejoicing. 
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The Devil firſt. ſtrove to reaſon him out of it. 


But he could not prevail. Then he ſtirred up the 


world againſt him. They came in multitudes, 
threatening to kill us all, and broke down the door 


and all the windows of the houſe, where we uſed 


to meet. After we had repaired theſe, they came 


and tore down the houſe itſelf, ſwearing they would 
tear down the houſe alſo where he lived. And we 


were forced to ſtop up the chamber window as well 
as we could, or we ſhould have been ſtoned as we 
lay in our beds. „ i 

3. When this did not move him, they got a 
warrant, and came to preſs him for a ſoldier, much 


about the time that they had preſſed the Rev. Mr. 


_ Greaves at St. Juſt, and carried him on board a 


man of war. And ſeveral ot our neighbours who 


were quiet, induſtrious men, they did preſs, by 
virtue of that warrant, and carried them away from 
their work, and wives and families. But Gop 
ſuffered them not to touch him, though he was 


daily in his ſhop, and going up and down about 


bis buſineſs, - 


4. But he was not ſo well aware of another ſnare _ 


which was laid for him; For ſoon alter, having 


ſome thoughts of marriage, he gave way by little 


and little, till he found his heart was quite drawn 
away from GoD. Hereby he was query plunged 
inte utter darknefs of ſoul, and fell under ſtronger 
convictions than at firſt, He often told his brother, 


he was in hell.“ He wandered about in the fields 
by night, ſeeking reſt but finding none; and often 
threw himſelt on the earth, and beat his head 


againſt the ground. And once when his brother 
and ſeveral others were preſent, he caſt himſelf on 
oy e roaring aloud for the diſquietneſs of 
has 


Ho 7 He ü 


2. But it was not long before his faith was tried. 


eart, and beat and cut himſelf in ſeveral. 


deeper than was intended. 
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+ 5. He was quite delivered in a moment, in 
December laſt, and the Lord was with him as at 
the firſt, Bur after this deliverance, he began 


more ſenſibly to feel his want of inward holineſs. - 
He had always walked very circumſpettly, having 


a tender conſcience, even in the ſmalleſt things, 


avoiding all light diſcourſe, and finding conſtant 


power over anger, his boſom ſin. But this did not 


make him {hut his eyes againſt the light, which 
ſhewed him the corruptions of his heart. And this 
knowledge, in particular, he was willing to learn, 
even from the meaneſt inſtrument. Nor did it coſt 
any one much trouble to teach him ; for he was 


indeed a man that feared always; being ſo jealous 125 
of his own heart and conduct, that half a ſentence, 


ſometimes a ſingle word, or even a look, would 


ſhew him what was amiſs. And reproof, inſtead 


of falling ſhort, would frequently ſtrike much 


6. He was very zealous. for the Lord, and had 


great opportunities of ſhewing it in his daily buſi- 


neſs. For abundance of tinners came to his ſhox 
(he being a ſmith by trade) both at morning and 
mid-day, and in the evening, to have their tools re- 
Paired. Theſe he continually exhorted and reproved, 


With great boldneſs and plainneſs of ſpeech: And 
yet ſo meekly, that few of them went away angry, 
and the greater part were quite in love with him, 


7. His common hours of ſleep, were between 
eleven and five. He was very diligent in his 
labour, Yet he could not refrain from breaking it 
off now and then, to go up into a little room, 
which he had purpoſely built juſt over his ſhop, 
and pour out his ſoul before GOD. But he ſoon 
made up the time he had thus employed, ſo that 


no neceſſary buſineſs was negledted. 


8. He had frequently ſore conflicts with the 
enemy of ſouls, who was permitted to fift him 
With divers temptations. One of the moſt dread- 


| | 
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dreadful was, doubting the being of a GoD: but 


out of this alſo the Lord delivered him. ; 


9. His love of ſouls cannot eaſily be deſcribed, 
elpecially thoſe that were more immediately under 
his care. If any thing was amiſs in his claſs or 
dand, he often felt the weight, before he diſcovered 
the reaſon of it: and would lay it home to them | 
with the greateſt earneſtneſs, till he had found out 
the accurſed thing. But his love was by no means 
confined to theſe, He would lament over ſmners *7 
of every kind, thoſe eſpecially who would not 
hear the call of Gop, with inexpreſſible grief and 
tenderneſs. The prophet Jeremiah was in this his 
particular favourite. He uſed to tell much con- 
cerning The weeping prophet:” And was 
often ſaying to himſelf, © O that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears! If ye 
will not hear, my ſou] ſhall weep for you in ſecret i 
places,” lg DOE OY OS RE 
10. By this eager love of ſouls, he was even 
conſtrained at the time we had no preacher among | 
us, himſelf to exhort, firſt our own, and then | 
other ſocieties, to continue in the grace of God. | 
But he had many ſharp trials concerning this, fear- | 
ing he ſhould run before he was ſent: Till one 


day in May laſt, being in deep diſtreſs, he went up 
into his room, threw. himſelf down before Gop, 


and ceaſed not to wreſtle with him in prayer, till all 


his doubts fled away, and he was fully convinced 


| What was the will of GoD concerning him. 
11. He often complained, that the world was a 


burden to him, and he wanted to be wholly ſe- 


/ Queſtered from it. But Gop. convinced him at | 


length, this was not right. 1 now, ſaid he, fee 


plainly, there is ſuch a thing as going trough any 
buſineſs, and taking all prudent care, yet 


ſhall only paſs through our hands, without either 
troubling or intangling our hearts,” 9 


12. For 


O aS it 
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12. For ſome time he was under another miſtake. 


He was even to an extreme, negligent of his 


parel, thinking it was below the character of a 
briflian, to have any, the leaſt concern about it. 
But afterwards he was clearly convinced, that in 
this alſo he had gone too far, and that a chriſtian 
ought even by his outward neatneſs, to ſhew forth 


m | the purity of his mind. 


Cob.“ 


13. The laſt great temptation into which he fel}, 


was that of denying to the body even what was ne- 


ceſſary for its ſupport. Though he worked hard at 


nis own buſineſs, and ſpent his ſtrength very much, 


in all the intervals of his work, in going up and 
down and exhorting the ſocieties, he could not be 
prevailed on to take any cordial, or any thing for 


f the preſerving his lungs. For a conſiderable time 
before he was fick, he wholly abſtained from fleſh. 


And even other victuals he took at his father's table, 
as if he was ſtealing it; and it ſeemed by his man- 
ner, as if he ſeldom or never eat ſo as to ſatisly 
nature. The error of this was not ſhewed bim, 
till a day or two before he was taken ill: When 
he was fully convinced, that ſeeing the body as 
well as the ſoul is committed to our charge, we 
ought with prudence and moderation to uſe all 


proper means, for the preſerving the one as well 


as the other. 


14. This temptation, I believe, began and ended 
while he walked in the broad light of God's coun- 


tenance: which he enjoyed with litile intermiſſion. 


for two or three months before his laſt ſickneſs. 
Indeed it increaſed very much towards the period 


of his life; He ſaw the corruptions that remained 


in his heart. But though they were not deflroyed, 


pet. they were faſt bound, ſo that they could not 


urt him. The only ſhadow of doubt which he 
had was this: Whether the peace he had was not 
too great, while ſin remained? But this was but 
a few moments at a time. And *e'er he was 
aware (he ſaid) his ſoul flew back and centered in 
1 N 13. On 
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bath, being ill of a malignant fever, and as it was 


was unuſually vehement in prayer. Thurſday, the 
14th, he continued working at his trade, till about ⁵⁶ 


not well, He talked of ſickneſs and death with as 


ſmiling countenance. Towards eyening he took 
his bed: As he lay down he ſaid, © Once I laid 


ere all taken away, Bleſſed be the Gop and 


15. On Wedneſday, Auguſt 13. John Trem- 
believed both by himſelf and others, ready to de- 
part, deſired to take his leave of the family. 
Samuel ſtooped down to kiſs him, and was im- 
mediately ſenſible he had caught the diſtemper. 
However he met the ſociety in the evening, and 


tour in the afternoon. Being then obliged to leave. 
off, he came in to his parents, and ſaid, he was 


much eaſe as of going to ſleep, and . moſtly with a 


on this bed, full of guilt and fears; but now they 


Father of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, for ſending his 


. meſſengers into theſe parts. Now is the harveſt 


come. ow I fhall reap the end of all my 
// . 
61. About nine his mother and I came to him, 
and he ſaid, Mother, you are troubled about. 


many things. I know you have a great croſs now 
ſickneſs is in the houſe, over and above the care 


of this large family. Father, you muſt bear your 
part. There is a want in vou both. You are re- 


ligious ſingly: but you ate not free in confeſſing 


your faults and temptations one to another, It 


would be a great help, if you would ſet apart a 


time for this, for the family in general once a 


week. God has made you an inſtrument of keep- 


ing his litile flock together in this place, I believe 
you do it with all your heart. Let us do it chear- 


fully, and be will greatly bleſs us all.“ 


17. He paſſed the night without fleep ; but 


continually praiſing Gop, and exhorting all that 


came in his fight. To one who flood by him he 
faid, 1 opened my Bible to day, on the exii 
Pſalm. Take the prayer bgok and find it.” She 


Mir. SAMUEL HITCHENS. 9 


* © aid fo, and he took ſpecial notice of the 6th, 7th, 


and 8th verſes. Tis ſweet, ſaid he, to ſpeak thoſe 
words experimentally : © He ſhall never be moved. 
He will. not be afraid of any evil tidings; for his 
heart ſtandeth faſt, believing in the Lord. His 
heart is eſtabliſhed, and will not ſhrink until he 
XZ ſhall ſee his deſire upon his enemies.” rt... 
* 18. In the morning, Friday 15, He was full 
of the ſpirit of grace, and of ſupplication : al- 
ways expreſſing an unſhaken confidence in Gon, 
and making ſtrong interceſſion for the church. 
« O, ſaid he, could I but ſee the church of Chrift, 
in peace and unity! Of one heart, and of one 
mind! Then I ſhould die rejoicing indeed!” 
19. Three of the leaders of claſſes coming in, 
he ſaid, © We Have been neglectful in. one thing, 
in not going more diligently after backſliders, and 
bringing back the ſheep that were loſt, Oit is a 
great thing, to bring one ſoul unto the Lord! 
Let me deſire you to remember it for the time to 
come, One of them aſked; Shall I pray 
for you? He ſaid, Ves: but do not pray for 
my recovery.” After praying, he aſked, © How 
do you find yourſelt now?“ he ſaid, © Clear of 
all doubt: full of Gp...“ : 

20. The man coming to him who uſed to 
work. with him in the ſhop, he ſaid, . John, 
how iy the caſe between Gop and your ſoul ? 
of late you have not been ſo earneſt as you was. 
Why do you not join the ſociety? I believe 
you are kept from outward ſin, But that will 
not do.” A few days after the man came to me, 
deſiring to be admitted into the ſociety, and ſay- 
ing, © He hoped the words would never go out 

ot his mind, and that he ſhould never reſt till 
he knew the Lord.” — ARE 
21. Speaking of ſome. who were intangled 
with inordinate affeftion, and talked of their 
„wanting to know the will of Gop,” he ſaid; 
“When we can give up obr own wills, hen 
we 


deſire to depart and io be with Chriſt: but ſome- 


+ 
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be for the glory of GOD. Theſe are two oppoſite 
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we ſhall. know the will of GOD. And when that is | 
known and carefully followed, all. as. rn of | 
this kind are at an AL» 1 7 tho a 


22. He aſked one * who was much wich bid, 
« Are you willing to die?“ and on her ſaying, 4 
If I knew eit was the will of Cop, I could re 
down and not leave a wiſh behind: “ he anſwered, 
1 think I am drawn two ways. I have a Hrong | 


times 1 am drawn a little backward, not knowing 
whether my abiding a while in the f eſh, may not 


points. When they are droutht to meet, my way i z 
will lie ſtrait before me.“ UL 
'23. He often made her repeat thoſe lines of i 
Dr. WATTS; ; ; 
" Say, ive for ever, glorious King, = 
Born to redeem and ſtrong to ſave * f 


And catch'd che two next om her, repeating with 
triumph, | 


„Then aſk the Monſter, Where! s his ſting? | 
And where's thy victory, boaſting grave? 


| Theſe three verſes in one of the Funeral 
Hywns he was almoſt ana > repeating, 


„Thou know'ſt, in the ſpirit of prayer, 


We groan thy 1 to ſee; 
Refign'd to the burden we bear, 


But longing to triumph with thee. 
Tis good, at thy word, to be here, 
Tis better in thee to be gone, 
And ſee thee in lory appear, 


And riſe to a ſhare of Kod throne, 


> * The ſame bases who wrote part of this Relation; 
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To mourn for thy coming is ſweet, 


I. o weep at thy longer delay: 


But thou whom we haſten to meet 
Shall chaſe all our ſorrows away. 
The tears ſhall be wip'd from our eyes, 
- When thee we behold in the cloud, 
And echo the joys of the ſkies, ' | 
And ſhout to the trumpet of God, 


Come then to thy languiſhing bride, 

Who went'ſt to prepare us a place, 

Receive us with thee to abide, | 
And reſt in thy mercy's embrace, 
Our heaven of heavens be this, 
Thy fulneſs of mercy to prove, 
Implung'd in the glorious abyſs, 

And loft in the ocean of love.” 


25, Elizabeth Thomas being with him on 


Friday night, he aſked her to pray, and ſaid, 1 


can pour out my whole heart, and ſoul, and ſpirit, 
and lite, in prayer.“ She aſke d, 12 Can you re- 


joice in God * ie, „Ves; I have not 
the leaſt doubt of my a F 
Redeemer liveth, and that I ſhall ſtand before him 


Ivation, I know that my 


in that day. I know my Saviour is now at the 
right.band of God, and that he is praying for me. 


I ſee the gates of heaven ſtand open, and Jeſus 
ſtands with open arms to receive me.” Then he 
cried, © Let me go! I muſt be gone!“ She aſked. 
him, © Whither he would go? He ſaid, To my 


God; ” and burſt out, © Come Lord Jeſus! 
"The harveſt is ready, Come, Lord, and put in 
the ſickle!” ! 85 e 
26. The next morning, Saturday 16. his 
ſweats ſtopped. All proper means were uſed to re- 


cover them. He ſaid, I believe they will not 
return. But I have left all to God. My heart is 
full of Gop. I know he will appear the ſecond 


time, without fin unto ſalvation.” 


After 


— — 
63 


p N "4 ” 3 8 * . 
_— — 6c. n — 2 
- —— — 3 — an * * . : 


O my God, and come down into my ſoul!! Come 


cried, © JESUS is coming! Now I ſhall ſee the 
unclouded face of Jeſus! Tis finiſh'd! 'Tis 


er are Ee 


. An Accoune,' &c. 


After lying a ſhort time, he broke out into ve. 
hement prayer, firſt ſor the church, and then for 
himſelf: crying out aloud, * Open the heavens, 


Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, and plu age me 
into Gop! Carry me, ye angels, to the boſom of 
my Gop. Bear me to the feet of Jeſus” Then 
with ſmiles of triumph, not to be expreſt, he 


finiſh'd! JzsUs is come! JIEsus is come!“ 


1 For us is prepar'd 
The angelical guard, 
The convoy attends 
A miniſtring hoſt of i inviſible friends! 


Read -wing'd for their flight 

Jo the regions of light 

The horſes are come, 33 
The chariots of Iſrael to carry me home ! p 


One called aloud to his mother to come. He 
Wt « You may call; but Gop will not ſtop one 
moment.” He ſpake no more, till he reſigned 
is RY. into the hands of Goo. 


FINS. 


e eee 
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THOMAS HITCHENS. 


dT BisVEAL, near Redruth, Cornwall. 
V Son, Thomas Hitchens, was born April, 


IVI 14th, 1923. He went to School till he was 
about ten years old. From ſchool he went to work 


at the Stamps, in dreffing of tin- ore, in which em- 


ployment be continued about fix years. Aﬀerwards 
he wrought in the 'tin-works under ground, till 
about a year before his death. Then he went to 
dreſs tin-leavings for me, having five or fix boys 
under him. At the ſame time be plowed; ſowed, 
mowed, reaped, and managed all my huſbandry 
underſtanding every thing both as to the tin and 
the land, ſo that we had ſcarce one in the neigh- 


2. He was a child of a very ſober and a very 


ſweet behaviour, and remarkably duiful to his 


parents. But about nineteen be began to go to re- 


vellings and hurlings, and ſometimes to be merry 
with his companions. Of this I now and then 
told him, but not ſharply ; for I counted both him 
and his brother mighty good young men: and was 

not a little proud, when people told me, you have 


two likely ſons, and as ſtout wen as any in the 
8 I thouglit it beſt therefore to let him have 
his liberty; eſpecially as I then ſaw no great harm 


time to go the road way, (though it was Deze 
dark;) but ran directly , through the grounds and 
over the hedges, till he came to the houſe. The 
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g. But he had done with theſe, from the hour 
he firſt heard the poſpel of the grace of Gon: 
He then choſe to fuffer affliftion with the people 


of God, rather than to enjoy. all the pleaſares of 


n. He had no fear, in the hotteſt of the perſe- 
cution. While the mob were pulling down the 
houſe 'in which we uſed to meet, he ſtood at a 
ſmall diſtance, all the time, being nothing terrified: 
and encouraged his brother and ſaid, + Gop will 
deliver us: only let us truſt in bim.“ Nor was he 


at all moved, when the ſhowers of ſtones obliged 
us to flop up our windows with whole deals. One 


night we heard a great tumult and noiſe as of much 


people, and many cries: And it was told us they 
were at the houſe of one of our brethren, who lived 


about a quarter of a mile off. Thomas, did not take 


% 


mob, hearing ihe ſound of feet, ran away, not one 


being left behind. So ſaid Thomas, the ſcripture. 


is fulfilled, * One of you ſhall chaſe a thouſand,”? 


As be came into the houſe, the family too were 
| Preparing to run out of it. But he ſoon convinced 
them, they had no cauſe to fear, and they mightily, 
rejoiced together, and praiſed Gop who had de- 


livered them out of the hands of unreaſonable and 


cruel men. All the windows and doors were daſh- 


ed in pieces; but none of the family hurt at all, 
notwithſtanding the vaſt quantities of ſtones, which 


had fallen on all ſides of them. One very large 

ſtone they found in the cradle, cloſe by a litle 
child. But the child was not hurt. So that in all 
chings they ſaw the hand of Gop was over them 
+ „„ Ha Sa Saban 


* 


4. About eighteen months ago, while his brother 
William and he were working in the pit with ano? 
ther man, the earth calved in upon the man, who 

cried out for help, and Thomas ran towards the 


Place where he was, In running his light went 


out; 


- 


Mr. THOMAS HITCHENS. 15 
out; but he found the man by his voice, though 
not till he was almoſt covered in. Before he had 
cleared him, the earth calved in again, and he was 
very near covered in himſelf, But that it ſtopt, 
they knew not how, in one minute more they muſt 
have both periſhed together, William hearing the 
noiſe, made up to the place, and in ſome time re- 
lieved them both. Ok this Thomas often made 
mention, praiſing Gop for his wonderful deliver- 
ance. Ong | e 0 
3. Some Account of the manner wherein he 
found peace with Go p, {two or three months after 
bis brother) I lately found in his pocket-bookx. 
"The fubRance of it wits high 75 64H dt2 HH 
ein reading the three firſt chapters of St. John, 
while I was in much trouble and heavineſs of ſoul, 
the Lord gave me great comfort: eſpecially from 
theſe words, To as many as believe in his name, 
to them gave he power to become the fons of God.” 
But ſoon after I was ſtript of all, and thought God 
had left me, a final Caſt-away. Nevertheleſs 1 
went into my cloſet and with a heavy heart ſaid, | 
Lord, I praiſe thee, that thou haſt not given me 
over unto death. But how ſhall I appear before 
thee? While I ſpoke, the Lord anſwered, and 
applied thefe words, I am thy rigliteouſneſs; which 
burſt the cords that. before kept my ſpirit down.“ 
6. He often complained, That when he found 
great joy, he was in the greateſt danger both of 
pride and lightneſs; and therefore ſaid, He had 
much rather, if it were the will of Gop, be al- 
ways in a mourning ſtate. He likewiſe found great 
temptation to pride when he was moſt bleſt in ſpeak- 
ing to the people. And this was the main reaſon 
of his not ſtirring up the gift of Go which was 
7. He frequently repeated thoſe words of St. 
Paul, „It is good for a man not to touch a woman:“ 
and thoſe of Job, © I have made a covenant with 
my eyes; why then ſhould I think upon a 2 2 
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1 ſomethir 
| be in a 


his father and mother; for his brothers and ſi 


He was very jealous over himſelf when he was in 
company with thoſe of a different ſex: and if no 
man beſides himſelf was there, he nd quuted 


the company as ſoon as he could. 


8. In the latter part of his life he was much 


50 in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 


eſus Chriſt, He ſometimes ſaw, as he ſaid, anger 


or pride in himſelf; but they had no power: nei- 


ther had the love or deſire of any creature; they 
were all in ſubjection under his feet: he was more 


and more dead to all earthly things, and filled with 
' the fire of Gop's love. The work of Gop had a 


deeper root in his heart, and he was more ſettled 
and eſtabliſhed in the grace of Gop. 


9. After his brother's death, he declarcd he could 


not reſt throu h the. earneſineſs of his deſire to 


However in the mean time he put in 
praſtice what Samuel ſpoke of, namely meeting all 


| the family once a week. He reproved me and his 
mother in ſeveral things; but we could not reprove 


him in any. I could not convince him or Samuel 
of ſin, for two years or more. - 
10. On Wedneſday, Sept. 10. In the evening 
be found himſelf. out of order: he went to bed 
earlier than uſual, and ſoon appeared to 
igh fever. But his confidence in Gon 
was ſtill the ſame, and all his words, both that 


night, and the next day, convinced all who came 


near him, that the pence of Gop m ruled 


in his heart. 


11. On Thurſday evening, between nine and 


ten, his fiſter ſitting by him, he ſaid, *© Lord, ſhall 


1 call and wilt thou not anſwer ? No; it cannot 
Thou haſt promiſed, every one that aſks in 
Faith ſhall receive.“ Then, he began paging fe 
8, 

and in particular for her that ſat by him. O my 


Soy marry her to thyſelf ! Make her all glorious 


within, Give her an undivided heart.” He then 


| prayed for himſelf, © Now. come, O. my Gon, 


and 
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and ſanctify me wholly. Preſs me cloſer to thyſelf. 
Thou knoweſt, this is all my deſire. Give me 
ower te declare thy wondrous works before I go 
| 1 0 death where is thy fling? O grave, 
/ A tb inn Saget 
12. As Mary Biſvine came to the bedſide, he 
looked on her and ſaid, Now I am free. Now 
my heart is at liberty. I will praiſe my Gop as 
long as I have breath.“ Aſter ſpeaking much tes 
the ſame effect, he lay ſtill a ſmall time, and then 
broke out into exceeding loud, vehement prayer, 
his voice being quite altered, and every ſentence 
pronounced with uncommon' emphaſis, He prayed - 
firſt of all eſtates and conditions of men; that the 
church of Chriſt might ſpread over all nations, and 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand might be converted 
to Gop, and all the people of the earth praiſe him. 
Then he prayed for all the miniſters of the goſpel, 
from the greateſt even to the leaſt; eſpecially for 
_ thoſe whom Gob had lately employed to ſeek and 
ſave thoſe that were loſt in Cornwall. Afterwards . 
he prayed for John Trembath, that he might live 
Tor the glory of Gop, who had brought him back 
from the gates of death, and might be a means of 
ſaving many ſouls from the bitter pains of eternal 
death. He then prayed for the Society: 0 
Lord, unite them as the heart of one man. 0 
Lord give them eyes to ſee wherein ſoever they have 
departed from thee.. O take from them the ſpirit 
of unthankfulneſs, and ſuffer them not to bite or 
devour one another. Heal thou their backſlidings, 
and ſpread over them the banner of thy love!” 
139. With prayer there was continual praiſe in- 
termixt. Sometimes he was bleſſing Cop for what 
he had done; then praying, O my Gov, finiſh 
thy work, and take me into thy kingdom. Is this 
the day, O my Gov, that I ſhall kiſs my brother 
in paradiſe ? — O Lord, the angels have already 
7 8 thee at my converſion. Is this the day that 
I hall praiſe thee with them? Yes, O = God, 
| am 
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I am now going to join them, to ſing praiſes to 
' thee for ever??? THE Ls, B60; 2 
Then he prayed with great earneſtneſs for Mary 
Biſvine and his own ſiſter, (both of whom he had 
in the beginning of the evening deſired to ſtay with 
him. till he was in eternity) that they might never 
ow weary or faint in their minds, that Gop would 
- fend down the ſpirit of ſanctific ation into their hearts, 
and give them reſigned wills to bear whatever his 
- providence ſhould lay upon them; adding, They 
all run and not be weary. I know we ſhall all 
meet together, and ſing praiſes unto him that ſiiteth 
on the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and 
—T Ai ͤ 5 "4 
He went on, O how good is Gop to me, that 
be hath given me a tongue to praiſe: a little while, 
yet a little while, and I ſhall praiſe him in heaven! 
O the goodneſs of Gop, that I, a worm of the 
earth, ſhall ſtand there upon Zion, with the hun- 
dred forty and four thouſand, which have waſhed 
their: robes and made them whate in the biood of the 
Lamb; Here is a privilege; here is a wonder! 
that I am made a fon of God! I am a fon of God, 
and a joint heir with Chriſt, and I ſhall ſoon be 
- where 1 ſhall behold him for ever! I, eveu I, who © 
Mit have been a backflider from God! But he has 
wy Healed my backſlidings and loved me freely.“ © 
Wi  — 14, Soon after, he ſaid, © I love thee, O my 
Þ} God, thou knoweſt that I love thee, becauſe thou 
haſt firſt loved me. O what manner of love is this, 
that Gop ſhould ſtoop to love me! And he is 
coming to carry me home. O!] I ſee thouſands, 
and ten thouſands of angels! Do you not fee 
them? O brother Trembath, do you ſee what a 
glorious place I am going to? I am going to join 
with angels and archangels, and with all the come 
pany of heaven. I am going to reign with Gop, 
among ten thouſands of his ſaints; and to baſk in 
the beams of his love for ever,” CEO 
o 171 e Then 


Et 2 
. g f 
2 r ws <hi 8 


* 
8 


— 


* 
ies. wy 


bobs. by 


* 
 - 


Pat — y 


1 2 or” 75 


3 


- Mr. THOMAS HITCHENS. ug. 
Then bee fe on Mary Biſvine, he ſaid, « Can- 
elu 


not you ſee s: Chriſt coming, with an innume⸗ 


rable com e, of angels, and the golden banner 
9 lay * The 13 are coming to carry me to the 


boſom c w D. Open their eyes, O Gop, 
that they "may * them! O what a good God have 


I ſerved! I am ſandtified, ſoul, body, and ſpirit, 


I am whiter than ſnow. I am waſhed | in the blood 


of my Redeemer. Why, I am all Gop, My 
| heart is full of God! O let them who hear me 
now, praiſe thee for ever and ever.” 


And yet I have been unfaithful to my Cem: 


For he gave me a gift and 1 improved it not. I 
thought I was not worthy to ſtand in the high-ways 
and call ſinners to repentance. But, O Gop, 
thou haſt forgiven me this alſo, and I. will preach 

| thee now as long as I have breath.” 9 
tz. He ceaſed not thus praying and praiſing — 
for an hour, His parents then coming in, (early * 


on Friday morning) he ſaid, O my mother, you 


will not weep to ſee me going to ſuch a lovin 


Gop. My father and mother will not be back. _ 


fliders. No; I know that Cop loves them, and 


chat we ſhall all meet together in heaven, to praiſe 


bim to all eternity.” Then looking on his brother 


about twelve years old, he ſaid, * Stand off, for 


fear you catch the diſtemper : for I fear you are 3 
not prepared to die. You have played away the 


gies of Cop. The harveſt may come before 
ou are renewed in the image of Gop, and then 


ow will ther appear? Cry mightily to Gord. 


Strive with all your . Call upon him, and 


Ee Gop will hear. N RO 


He then ſaid, * Right my feet, that I may lie 
reight, to reſign my breath. When 1 am ead, 
do you ſing me all the way, ſing my body to the 
grave, lay me by my brother, and the ſame time 


my ſpirit ſhall be joined to his, and to ten thou 


ſand times ten thouſand of angels and ſpirits, fing 


f | ing praiſes to Cob and the Lamb for ever,” 


. 
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916. Hiving ſpoken til he had no breath left, he 
pauſed; and in a ſhort time began-again 3-—# Hear 
no the words of a dying man —a living wonder 
2 Chriſtian triumphing over death! O what 
' Gov do the Chriſtians ve What a GOD Þ 
have ſerved! Praiſe him with me for g Be- 
14 hold the immenſe goodneſs of our GOD FOfthat 
[8 all the world knew our GOD He has how made 
[i heart free, that I may praiſe him, and{I canoe 
TH —  ftop while I have breath, Go, tell all the world 
14 of this. O brethren! what a Go do we 
ſerve!] Be not afraid to tell it abode Go, ſhew 
it to all rn that —_— may come”! want "ſerves 
Wben he ftopt f. effi 
en 0 t akin ; the ion on his 
breaſt returned. pt ſpe he 6. th : oppreſ and ſaid, 
© While I am praifing'Gop, my heart is freet 
8 ro when I ceaſe, I feel this load again. But I 
may well bear this; for this 3 is all the hell ſhall 
PS. AYE.” Then he broke out, 


4% See a ſoul eſcape to bliſs, 
Keep the chriſtian. feſtival!” * 


0. He hath waſhed me, and I am whiter Gan ow 
G0 D 1s mine, and I am Gop's. I ſhall ſobn be 
with him.“ Thus he continued, till he could 

7 no more. ee een, 


- 
n ñ;ĩ?ĩ1?:) moto ooo * Wn 


— * e 


oe. * 
r 


1 + 3 2 5 r . 
4 — i 2544 ors EE os 
— 2 2 Ow Ä — . ” 2 » 
N q * 8 N 2 >. . "i — . — 
x "7 a * : 
8 9 * . * 
, ; 


A r $9 Fr 
q . — - 
EEE 


4 1 11 
" 1 : 6 
F 2 — 
IIS, : 4660 
'T) 
| 41 
5 N 10 11 1 11 
AY Ir 
l : | 1 * &> 1 41h 


